
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SPECIAL AND REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 

April 29, 2008 

 

The special meeting of the Board of Education of Portage Public Schools and Portage City 

Council was held on Tuesday, April 29, 2008, was called to order at 5:40 p.m. jointly by Mayor 

Peter Strazdas and President Johnson at City Hall, 7900 S. Westnedge.  

 

Board Trustees Present: Tom Eddy, Shirley Johnson, Melanie Kurdys, Wendy Mazer, Deb 

Polderman, Dale Posthumus, and Jennifer Whistler 

 

Board Trustees Absent: None 

 

Administrative Staff Present: Marsha Wells, Superintendent and Tom Vance, Community 

Relations Manager 

 

Portage City Council Present: Mayor Peter Strazdas, Mayor Pro Tem Ed Sackley, Larry DeShazor, 

Margaret O’Brien, Claudette Reid, and Terry Urban 

 

Portage City Council Absent: Elizabeth Campbell 

 

City Administrative Staff  Maurice Evans, City Manager; Sean McBride, Assistant City Manager; 

Present: and Jim Hudson, City Clerk 

 

Guests Present: Media and Citizens 

 

The Board of Education and City Council members discussed joint planning and other 

collaborative efforts between the District and City. 

 

The special meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools held on Tuesday, 

April 29, 2008, was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by President Johnson in the Community Room of 

the Administration Building, 8111 S. Westnedge.  She welcomed an audience of 75 people and all 

in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Board Trustees Present: Tom Eddy, Shirley Johnson, Melanie Kurdys, Wendy Mazer, Deb 

Polderman, Dale Posthumus, and Jennifer Whistler 

 

Board Trustees Absent: None 
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RECOGNITIONS 

 

Superintendent Wells congratulated the Central High School Legislative Debate Team for their 

success at the Novice National Championships.  The Assistant Superintendent of Instructional 

Services, Mr. Ric Perry, introduced the teacher and debate coach, Mr. Randy Borden.  Mr. Borden 

introduced the students, gave background on the championship, and thanked the Board for their 

support of this program. The students were presented with certificates of recognition from the 

Board. 

 

Superintendent Wells invited the Director of Special Education, Mrs. Laurie Montgomery, to 

present the Special Education Parent Advisory Committee Awards.  Mrs. Montgomery shared 

nomination letters and delivered framed certificates to the following winners: Special Education 

teacher, Ms. Nancy Rogers; speech therapist, Ms. Susan Lushin; bus driver, Ms. Theresa Stokes; 

and nurse, Ms. Eileen Staal. 

 

Superintendent Wells introduced Ms. Deb Miller, the Education for Employment (EFE) Executive 

Director.  Ms. Miller presented the Kalamazoo County EFE Annual Report.  She highlighted 

programs offered, student participation, and curriculum and credit equivalence.  Ms. Miller 

responded to Trustee questions and shared program budget estimates.  She also informed the 

audience that approximately 76 percent of the program budget is received from individual 

Districts and is directly impacted by the Regional Millage.  She introduced Mr. Jim Murphy, EFE 

Program Administrator, who shared articulation information.  Mr. Murphy introduced Mr. Jim 

Leander, the automotive technology teacher from Northern High.  Mr. Leander provided 

background information on the success of this program. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Superintendent’s Report:  Superintendent Wells offered congratulations and best wishes to the 

coaches and forensics teams as they move forward with competition.  She commented and 

congratulated Mr. Ron Kitchens, Chief Executive Officer of Southwest Michigan First, for helping 

to bring jobs and businesses to Kalamazoo County.  The MPI announcement last week could have a 

very positive impact on our District.  She discussed moving forward with the Bond construction 

and similar to the open house held at Lake Center, when the District collect feedback on traffic 

circulation at the building, open houses are scheduled at Northern High on May 21, 2008, 6:30 p.m. 

in the Media Center and at Central High on May 22, 2008, 6:30 p.m. in the Media Center.  Open 

house invitations will be mailed. 

 

The District is gearing up for the 12
th

 Street Elementary ground-breaking ceremony to be held May 

1
st
 at 9:30 a.m.  Superintendent Wells announced the attendance boundary shift is scheduled to 

coincide with the closing of Waylee Elementary, which is the Fall of 2009.  The Board will discuss 

this in detail at their May 12 Work Study Session and at an open house planned for May 15 at 6:30 

p.m. at the West Middle School Media Center.  The District continues to work on 08/09 budgets 

while taking into account numerous variables and the Board has been looking at potential ways to 

balance the budget.  She shared previous options that have been discussed and reminded the 

audience the importance of the Regional Millage.  The Portage community made their voices heard 
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in the November election and she hopes for an equally strong outcome from the community on 

May 6
th

. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Mrs. Polderman presented the Treasurer’s Report of Bills Approved for 

Payment as of March 18, 2008, April 2, 2008, and April 16, 2008 General Fund bills in the 

amount of $8,917,399.81, Building & Site Fund bills in the amount of $2,572.31, and Bond 

Construction Fund bills in the amount of $365,106.92, for a grand total of $9,285,079.04. 

 

Board Committee Reports:  Academic Achievement Committee – Mrs. Mazer presented 

information on four Committee meetings pertaining to discussions on many instructional areas 

including assessments, benchmarks, analysis charts, class sizes, and full day Kindergarten.  The 

next meeting is scheduled for May 16
th

 at 9:00 a.m.; Board Advisory Committee – President 

Johnson shared information about the 12
th

 Street Elementary site work, groundbreaking, and LEED 

(Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) certification then added the next meeting is May 

6; Executive Committee – President Johnson, no report; Facilities and Technology Committee – 

Mr. Eddy commented on the Request For Proposals (RFP) discussion; Finance Committee – Mrs. 

Polderman stated discussion pertained to athletic budgets, budget goals and development, full day 

Kindergarten, substitute teacher costs, Food Service financial update, Kalamazoo Regional 

Educational Service Agency budget resolution process, and noted the next meeting is May 28; and 

Policy and Personnel Committee – Mrs. Whistler discussed interviews scheduled for a Carver 

consultant with Mr. Eric Craymer, Mr. Larry Hermen, and Mr. Bill Schroer and invited the full 

Board to attend. 

 

Liaison Updates:  District Advisory Council – Mrs. Polderman reported the members received 

Bond updates, received and evaluated information from the Attendance Area Study Committee, 

discussed the Regional Enhancement Millage, and received elementary building reports.  

Legislative Update – Mrs. Kurdys informed the audience that the Senate passed Bill 1107 for 

2008/09 school aid funding and is now referred to the House Appropriations Committee, Bill 4042 

to change the compulsory school attendance age to 18 is still under discussion, and the 

requirements for Kindergarten in Bill 4662 (all day Kindergarten) remains under discussion.  

Portage Athletic Foundation – Mr. Eddy had no update.  Portage Education Foundation – President 

Johnson informed the audience the committee is gearing up to award various Foundation 

scholarships in May. 

 

COMMENTS OR COMMUNICATIONS 

 

President Johnson opened the comments and communications portion of the meeting and asked if 

there were any citizens that would like to speak to the Board.  Mrs. Polderman explained guidelines 

the Board will begin using for this portion of the meeting. 

 

Mrs. Maggie Hills, 316 Barberry, a teacher and citizen, shared comments in support of the 

Regional Enhancement Millage request. 

 

Ms. Millie Taraszka, 410 Marylynn Ct., a citizen, inquired about costs related to the maintenance 

of District buildings and requested a tour of the middle school buildings before school starts in the 

fall of 2008. 
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Mr. Bob Schafer, 7667 Cobblewood, a parent, shared comments in support of the Regional 

Enhancement Millage request. 

 

The Central High School Student Council President, shared comments in support of the Regional 

Enhancement Millage request. 

 

Mr. Rusty Rathburn, 3471 Sandhill, a parent, shared comments in support of the Regional 

Enhancement Millage request. 

 

Dr. Kevin Hollenbeck, 273 Cherryview, a citizen and past Board Trustee, shared comments in 

support of the Regional Enhancement Millage request. 

 

Ms. Connie Ferguson, 525 S. Burdick #4101, Co-President of the League of Women Voters of The 

Kalamazoo Area, urged voter support of the Regional Enhancement Millage request. 

 

Mrs. Sarah Bricknell, 6371 Cullys Trail, a parent and Co-Chair of Kids First, shared comments in 

support of the Regional Enhancement Millage request. 

 

Mr. Jeff Gardner, 2606 E. Shore Dr., a citizen, shared comments in support of the Regional 

Enhancement Millage request. 

 

Mrs. Deb Droppers, 1401 Lama Rd., a parent, shared comments in support of the Regional 

Enhancement Millage request. 

 

Mr. Allan Reiff, 135 Montague, a citizen and past Board Trustee, shared comments in support of 

the Regional Enhancement Millage request. 

 

Ms. Christy Gaines, 8033 West PQ Ave., a citizen and teacher, shared comments in support of the 

Regional Enhancement Millage request. 

 

Mr. Bob Walker, 2812 Vanderbilt Rd., a citizen, shared comments in support of the Regional 

Enhancement Millage request. 

 

President Johnson opened the floor to comments from fellow Board members. 

 

President Johnson extended condolences and sympathy to the family and friends of Mr. Arland 

Martin, a retired administrator and the first principal of Northern High School, and to the family of 

a first grade student at Amberly Elementary who passed away. 

 

Mrs. Polderman reminded the audience to vote next Tuesday, May 6.  She commented the District 

has supplied and will continue to supply information on the Enhancement Millage.  She reminded 

everyone to exercise their rights and vote.  This vote will let the Board know how you want the 

District to proceed. 

 

Mr. Posthumus reserved his comments due to the late hour. 
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Mrs. Mazer thanked Mrs. Kurdys for recognizing the Northern High Wind Ensemble at the last 

regular meeting in her absence.  Mrs. Mazer again offered congratulations to the Northern students 

for their performance at Carnegie Hall, commended Mr. Dave Papenhagen, and thanked the 

ensemble for allowing her to join their performance. 

 

Mrs. Kurdys thanked the community members for speaking tonight.  Decisions about cuts have not 

been made at this point, and maintaining academic programming is a priority.  Regardless of the 

Millage decision, she believes the Board can lead the District.  She urged citizens to vote on May 

6
th
. 

 

Mr. Eddy recognized Mrs. Jennifer Whistler, Mrs. Joanne Willson, Mr. Rusty Rathburn, and Mr. 

Kurt Kuppler for seeking a seat on the Board.  He discussed the joint meeting held earlier in the 

evening with Portage City Council noting the tremendous ideas and support that was shared.  He 

also commented to watch for more information on the exciting new city center concept. 

 

Mrs. Whistler congratulated the students and art instructors Ms. Jill Waskowsky and Ms. Edie 

McAfee on the success of their recent Kalamazoo Art Institute show.  She discussed the passage of 

Senate Bill 1107 that could potentially increase our per pupil allowance by $142, far less than the 

$216 promised. She respectfully disagreed with a community member that commented at the April 

21
st
 meeting about District teacher salaries and benefits, shared local and national statistics, and 

encouraged citizens to write to legislators to make necessary changes because the current funding 

mechanism is not working.  Mrs. Whistler encouraged all citizens to vote on May 6
th

. 

 

President Johnson thanked the City Council for hosting the joint meeting stating that it was 

extremely productive and helpful dialogue that will enable improvements in our community and 

partnership collaborations.  She congratulated the students at Moorsbridge Elementary for the 

success of their Science Fair.  President Johnson explained some of the $3.8 million in cuts that 

have been made over the last three years and reminded the audience the District will still be looking 

at additional cuts even if the outcome of the Millage vote is positive.  She discussed how the 

District budget is built. 

 

Superintendent Wells informed the audience the District will commemorate Staff Appreciation 

Week the week of May 5-9 and thanked the following companies for sharing in the health-

conscious celebration.  MEEMIC Insurance on behalf of The Brennan Agency and The Robert 

Redman Agency sponsored pedometers for all staff members and Sodexo (Food Group Services) 

and The Schwan’s Food Company (Schwan’s Food Services) donated water bottles and headbands. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

A motion was offered by Mrs. Whistler, supported by Mrs. Polderman, that the Board of 

Education approve the consent agenda consisting of: the approval of Minutes of March 24, 

2008 Regular Meeting (noting a name change in the Liaison Updates on page 2 from President 

Johnson to Mr. Eddy) and April 21, 2008 Committee of the Whole Work Session.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 
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ACTION ITEMS 

 

A motion was offered by Mr. Eddy, supported by Mrs. Polderman, that the Board of 

Education approve the labor agreement with the Operating Engineers Local 547 Contract 

(Food Group) for 2007/08, pending their ratification.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

A motion was offered by Mrs. Whistler, supported by Mrs. Polderman, that the Board of 

Education approve the labor agreement with the Portage Association of Educational Office 

Personnel Contract (Secretaries) for 2007/08.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

A motion was offered by Mr. Eddy, supported by Mrs. Polderman, that the Board of 

Education approve the labor agreement with the Portage School Bus Drivers’ Association 

Contract for 2007/08.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Mrs. Whistler proclaimed May 5-9, 2008 as Child Nutrition Employee Appreciation Week in 

the District. 

 

President Johnson proclaimed May 5-9, 2008 as Staff Appreciation Week in the District. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEM 

 

Mr. Noverr presented background information on Phase 1 of the 12
th

 Street Elementary Site Bid 

Awards and the reasoning for doing this project in phases.  He introduced Mr. Casey Peters, from 

AVB Triangle, and Mr. John Spencer, Owners Representative, to further explain the bidding 

process used.  Mr. Noverr, Mr. Peters, and Mr. Spencer responded to Trustee questions pertaining 

to the bidding process, site work, Little League baseball fields, Bond credit, criteria used in 

selecting a contractor, reference checking, and location of companies selected. 

 

During the discussion, several trustees commented that a longer time frame is important to ensure 

the opportunity for citizen input and Board due diligence, even though board committees had 

reviewed the matter in advance.  Mr. Noverr apologized for the late delivery and provided 

explanation of the special circumstances pertaining to this situation.  He agreed that information is 

usually available several days in advance of a meeting.  Through the discussion, it was agreed that 

it would be beneficial to also post information on the district website about bond project bid 

awards as they are about to be considered at board meetings to allow for citizen notification in 

advance of the meeting.  Superintendent Wells indicated that the administration would pursue that 

idea, and welcomed any others that trustees may have at any time. 

 

After further discussion, Mr. Eddy recommended moving forward with a vote on the Phase 1 

proposal. 

 

A motion was offered by Mr. Posthumus, supported by Mr. Eddy, that the Board of Education 

move the 12
th

 Street Elementary Site Bid Awards request to an action item.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 
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A motion was offered by Mr. Posthumus, supported by Mrs. Polderman, that the Board of 

Education approve the 12
th

 Street Elementary Site Bid Awards as presented.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 10:20 

p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Edna Kent 

Recording Secretary 
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PROCLAMATION 

CHILD NUTRITION EMPLOYEE 

APPRECIATION WEEK 

May 5-9, 2008 

 

WHEREAS, It is with great respect for the accomplishments of Portage’s school food 

service managers, servers, cashiers and driver personnel and substitutes that we commemorate 

May 5-9, 2008 as Child Nutrition Employee Appreciation Week.  During this special observance, 

we encourage all citizens to recognize the dedication and skill of our school food service 

employees; and 

 

WHEREAS, Each year, a total of 72 food service employees prepare and serve over 1 

million meals.  This is in addition to ordering, storing, and expediting each menu item to each 

location, adhering to food safety, sanitation, and nutritional guidelines as well as giving each 

customer the time and consideration to listen, hear and deliver what they are looking for each day.  

Fortunately, we have exemplary professionals who have devoted their careers to providing high 

quality service to our children and staff; and  

 

WHEREAS, On behalf of our young people, it is a pleasure to commend the women and 

men who accept and meet the challenges of school food service.  The observance of Child 

Nutrition Employee Appreciation Week is a welcome opportunity to thank these patient, caring, 

skilled public servants.  Those involved in this pursuit should be very proud of their contribution 

to education. Now, therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION, That we proudly commemorate May 

5-9, 2008 as the Child Nutrition Employee Appreciation Week, and we commend everyone who 

has contributed to the successful operation of our lunch program.  By working together, we can 

make a difference in every student’s life. 

 

    Proclaimed this 29
th

 day of April, 2008 

    Portage Public Schools Board Of Education 
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STAFF APPRECIATION WEEK 

PROCLAMATION 

 

Whereas, public schools are the backbone of our democracy, providing young people 

with the tools they need to maintain our nation's precious values of freedom, 

civility, and equality; and  

 

Whereas, by equipping young Americans with both practical skills and broader 

intellectual abilities, schools give them hope for, and access to, a productive 

future; and  

 

Whereas, Portage Public School educators and support staff members work tirelessly 

to serve our children and community with quality care and expert 

professionalism; and  

 

Whereas, quality schools are community linchpins, bringing together adults and 

children, educators and volunteers, business leaders and elected officials in a 

common enterprise; 

 

Now, Therefore, I, Shirley Johnson, President of the Board of Education, do hereby 

proclaim May 5-9, 2008, as Staff Appreciation Week in the Portage School District, and 

encourage all citizens to support the vital role our staff plays in the success of our learning 

community. 

 Signed this 29
th
 day of April 2008 

 

 _________________________________ 

 Shirley Johnson, President 

 Portage Public Schools 

 Board of Education 

 


